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Art. X.— critical NOTICES. 

1. — History of Beverly, Civil and Ecclesiastical, from its 
Settlement in 16;$0 to 1842. By Edwin M. Stone. 
Boston : James Munroe and Company. 1843. 12mo. 
pp. 324. 

The love of our native town is a sentiment by itself. Tt can- 
not be dignified by the name of patriotism, neither is it exactly 
the love of home, but a connecting link between them. Although 
we cannot shut our eyes lo the ever-flowing tide of Yankee 
emigration, we think the instinct in question nowhere manifests 
itself more strongly than in New England. Many whom the 
spirit of enterprise and an ardent imagination have led to "new 
homes" on a richer soil, or to a wider sphere for the exercise 
of talent, in cities, or what are termed growing places, have 
been known to cherish for years the purpose of returning to 
their native village, and the hope of possessing, as the resting- 
place of their old age, the " play-place of their early years." 
To few, perhaps, ever happens a combination of circumstances 
which puts them at liberty to gratify this wish ; so strongly do 
the ties and associations formed later in life bind them to the 
soil into which they have been transplanted. But these volun- 
tary exiles, and even their descendants, regard the old spot with 
a sort of romantic interest, and read, with a pleasure and cu- 
riosity not to be wearied by minute details, such a history of 
"the place of ancient memories" as this, which Mr. Stone has 
furnished, of the good old town of Beverly. 

But we think the History of Beverly will be acceptable to a 
larger class of readers than town-histories ordinarily find. Mr. 
Stone has been indefatigable in his search for information of 
various kinds, and has judiciously woven his materials into a 
narrative of a readable form, enlivened occasionally with anec- 
dotes and entertaining facts. Among the best things in the 
book are the short biographies of eminent men, some of whom 
ought not to be considered the property of a particular town, as 
they were widely useful and influential, and will long be re- 
membered with love and respect in the community at large. 

The improvement of the people in their taste for church 
architecture and sacred music, and in the decorum of their be- 
haviour during divine service, makes an amusing chapter. 
There is certainly a great change for the better since the days 
when the spirits of prankful urchins were hardly kept in awe 
by the terror of the tithing-man. We do, indeed, occasionally 
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see sleepy hearers in our warm houses and cushioned pews ; 
but tlie presence of an officer, watching every involuntary nod 
and drooping eyelid, and dealing punishment upon offenders, 
would excite any thing but sober attention. 

One omission we noticed with surprise. In a town more 
remarkable for the sober good sense and unostentatious manners 
of its inhabitants, than for their taste in the fine arts, the dis- 
covery of an undoubted genius is a remarkable event, and 
deserving of record. Miss Quiner of Beverly, with proper 
patronage and advantages, would take no mean rank among 
American artists. Without instruction or cultivation of any sort, 
lier talent for modelling in clay has already attracted much 
notice. 

The engravings, we understand, are, some or all of them, 
from drawings by an untaught artist in Upper Beverly. They 
are an ornament to the book, though the views of the town are 
taken from points which do not present it under a familiar 
aspect, and the likeness is not immediately recognized. 



2. — 1. A Muck Manual, for Farmers. By Samuel L. Dana. 
Second Edition with Additions. Lowell : Bixby & 
Whitney. 1843. 32mo. pp. 232. 
2. An Essay on Calcareous Manures. By Edmund 
RuFFiN. Third Edition. Petersburg : Printed for the 
Author. 1842. 8vo. pp. 316. 

Great improvements have been made of late years in the 
application of science to the arts, and for other useful purposes, 
and in no department have the beneficial results of such an ap- 
plication been more manifest than in that of agriculture. People 
are willing to undergo the labor of making themselves acquainted 
with new views and facts promulgated by scientific men, and to 
incur the expense of reducing them to experiment, when the 
advantages from a successful trial will be tangible, and the re- 
sults immediate. Hence comes the eagerness with which Dr. 
Licbig's recent publications have been received in this country, 
as evinced by tlie rapid sale of large editions. Not all the per- 
sons who buy them are capable of judging of their scientific 
m<>rils, nor is it necessary that they should be. A practical test 
is at hand, which any one can apply. A trial soon determines 
tlic worth of the reputed discovery, or novel application of prin- 
ciples formerly known, and if the expected results follow, it 
matters not if the reasoning be unsound, and the data, which 



